
ELAL guide to Eilat

 

​​​​​Eilat - The Eternal Sunshine City!

Eilat, Israel’s touristic capital is the country’s most southern town, nestled around the crystal clear waters of the

Red Sea. Boasting an array of luxurious hotels, restaurants, clubs, and stunning beaches, Eilat is the perfect

destination for your upcoming holiday. 

Both a port city as well as a holiday and leisure destination, Eilat has an ancient history dating back to biblical

times, when it was considered to be a strategic strong point, due to its geographical location and proximity to the

Red Sea, Jordan and Egypt.

Since the 1950’s Eilat is considered to be Israel’s leading touristic destination, both domestic and international,

with around three million visitors annually. 

Apart from being a haven for sun-loving tourists from all over the world, Eilat is also known for its sports and

recreational activities, including extreme sports, and water sports competitions. Desert triathlons, open water

swimming competitions and biking trails attract large numbers of international athletes, braving Eilat’s eternal

summer weather. 

For desert-loving travelers Eilat offers some of the country’s most beautiful trails, all in close proximity to the city center. Lush desert sunsets, camel trips, four-wheel drive day tours,

walking trails suitable for all, and evening strolls along the seashore - this little sunny, seaside town has it all. 

It’s impossible to speak of Eilat, without mentioning its world-class hotels, known for their high standards and endless variety of pampering rooms and luxuries suites. Eilat caters for

all kinds of travelers and travel budgets - from small guest houses to the most expensive hotels, Eilat knows how to tailor the right solution for your upcoming holiday. 

Whether traveling inland or by plane, Eilat’s public transport system is tourist-friendly, and it’s very easy to find your way around. Shuttles go back and forth from the hotel’s area into

town, and the city is dotted with taxi ranks. A short cab ride will get you just about anywhere you need to go. 

Whether traveling with family, alone, or on a romantic holiday, Eilat offers a rich variety of touristic attractions and day tours in and around the city. Festivals, museums, theme parks,

water activities, underwater activities ranging from scuba diving to the famous observatory - all make Eilat Israel’s leading tourist destination. 

You may find detailed information on all events, attractions and accommodation here.
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Shopping in Eilat

One of Eilat’s main advantages is that it’s completely GST (goods and services) tax-free, meaning you get a lot

more for your holidays spending money! Eilat boasts a variety of shopping centers, most of which are open for

late-night shopping sprees. Not to mention the cool air conditioning, a refreshing break from Eilat’s eternal

summer.

King Solomon Promenade

The promenade lined with shops and artisan stands is a nice place to walk, shop and dine while enjoying the

view of the water. It is the touristic center of the city so if you come to Eilat you will definitely want to stroll

through this shop filled promenade.

Eilat Stone Jewelry LTD

This is a popular jewelry factory popular for it’s use of Eilat Stone. At Eilat Stone you can find luxury jewelry made by Israeli designers and also purchase loose stones to custom set to

your preference. Judaica items, souvenirs and cosmetics can also be purchased here.

Queen of Sheba shopping mall

This mall on the promenade houses a variety of shops and famous international brands. Here you will find clothing stores, footwear, cosmetics, gifts and more.

​Canyon By the Sea

The largest of Eilat’s shopping malls, which is entirely tax-free. Located on the city’s northern shore, not too far from the airport, it’s considered to the Israel’s most successful

shopping center. Apart from the large array of shops catering from fashion to toys, music and kids activities area - shoppers can enjoy the stunning Red Sea views from the mall’s

windows. The center also operates an emergency chemist, located inside the Super Pharm branch. The center is open from 09;30-24:30 Sunday - Thursday, and closes off an hour

before Shabbat enters on Friday night.

Big Center

Another very popular center, located at the entrance to the city, as you head into town from the Arava Road. Plenty parking area and tax-free shops make Big a very popular and

successful center. The center is an open-air one, with air-conditioning in each and every shop. Big center is open until 23:00 on weekdays and until 4pm on Fridays. It reopens at the

end of Shabbat until 23:00 on Saturday night. 

The Ice Mall

Definitely one of Eilat’s most unique shopping experiences, where you can escape the summer heat and plunge yourself into the freezing world of snow and icy shopping. The shops

are positioned around an ice-skating rink, operating all-year-round. Visit the glass igloo inside the mall, where visitors can enjoy a bit of snow and a ride on the ice sleds. The center is

a great hang-out place for kids, offering a play area, video games, movie cinemas and even a train! 

Freedom Eilat

If designer clothes are what you are looking for - head straight to the Shalom Center, to a shop called Freedom Eilat. There you can find cheap and discounted bargains of some of

the world’s top designers - Ralph Lauren, Boss, Nautica and others. 

La Boulevard

Another great option for designer clothes shops is of course this trendy shopping center, a fancy, boulevard-designed shopping mall, where apart from all the designer shops, you

could also enjoy the French Blvd stroll, and take a coffee break at the indoors cafe. 

Tmarim Blvd

And if open-air shopping is your preferred method, simply head down to the Tmarim Blvd, the city’s main open-air shopping strip. 

Be it Tax-Free Mall by the Sea, Queen Sheba Shopping Centre or The Boulevard - you will not find it hard to shop around Eilat.
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Attractions in Eilat

Eilat’s unique location and nature, lends itself to a great variety of tourist activities and adventures, both in and

around town, in the sea, and even underwater. From theme parks, circus shows, extreme sports and four-wheel

drive tours, you may need a few extra days of rest after your Eilat holiday. 

Eilat offers a rich variety of water-related activities, both sports and leisure: kayaking, pedal-boat hiring, or a

short cruise - all available in Eilat in affordable prices, providing hours of holiday entertainment.

If extreme sports is right up your alley, try catching a water skiing or scuba diving lesson, and finish off your day

with a fun jet ski tour of the bay’s crystal waters. 

Cruises in Eilat

For those who prefer their water entertainment a little more laid-back, why not hop on one of the many cruises

on offer: two-hour family cruises, private boat tour, fancy yacht sail, or even a private romantic sail - all available

all day long. Simply take your pick and hit the water. 

But make no mistake - although Eilat’s water entertainment variety is so rich, there are plenty of other ways to enjoy the city. Another highly popular outdoor activities are the four-

wheel drive day trips, ranger and ATV tours.

Eilat Marina

Eilat has some of the most gorgeous beaches by the Red Sea, and the Marina is a beautiful beach with great restaurants and a bazaar in the evenings and lively atmosphere. Colored

lights, amusement rides, street musicians stores and eateries can be found here.

Coral Beach Nature Reserve

The unique characteristic of the gorgeous Red Sea is its transparency. This clear calm sea reveals its magnificent coral and colorful fish with a 1200 meter long reef that is near the

shore. Some of the numerous species of fish, coral and underwater life found in this reserve are unique to the Red Sea. Explore them by diving or snorkeling with equipment rentals

on site.

Botanical Garden Of Eilat

This is a great sight to pause and relax in nature. Here you will find a lovely garden with waterfalls and wooden swings. The garden is located on a hill so it is nice and shady, providing

a nice break from Eilat’s heat.

Ice Space complex

Those who prefer their entertainment indoors - Eilat has it all laid out for you. Starting with an endless list of fun bars and pubs, one of which is the not-to-be-missed Ice Space

complex, where you could slide down ice slides, hang out with a penguin family or enjoy the magnificent ice sculptures. The complex caters for both adults and children. 

Nightmare

Another unique experience is a visit to Nightmare, Eilat’s horror museum. But be warned - it’s not for the faint hearted! Cultural activities are also aplenty in this little town - be sure to

book your ticket to "Evo", a mixed acrobatics and 3D cinema show, hosted at the Max Entertainment Palace. "Wow", another recommended show, is on at the Isrutel Theatre,

combining dance and acrobatics. 

The Red Sea Jazz Festival

One of Eilat’s cultural annual highlights is the Red Sea Jazz Festival, a large-scale international jazz festival, taking place over four days in August. The festival attracts jazz lovers

from all over the world, to a feast of master classes, performances, and jam sessions. 

The Teimaniada

One of Eilat's most popular festivals is the annual celebration of Yemen culture, known as The Teimaniada. A contemporary feast of musicians of Yemenite descent, all gather for

three days of music and culture. 

Other cultural events include the Eilat Rembrandt Museum, headphones youth party and a local gallery, exhibiting works by local visual artists. 

The dolphin Reef

Whatever it is you choose to do - make sure you don’t leave town before visiting the stunning dolphin reef and coral reef, as well as the underwater observatory, three of Eilat’s top

seaside attractions. 

You can find lots of useful information on the many activities Eilat offers right here.
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Children

 

Kids' Attractions in Eilat

Eilat is the perfect family holiday destination. Not only does it offer water, desert and indoor activities, it also

manages to cater for such a huge variety of needs and holidays styles, it’s almost unbelievable that such a small

place can have that many activities to offer at any given moment, day and night.  

King’s City

One of the city’s most fun and unique entertainment complex is King’s City, where you will be taken back in time,

through the biblical eras of King Solomon and Noah's Arc. The amusement park offers children a fun filled

encounter with the world of biblical stories and characters.

Fantasy Eilat

Another option to the ones travelling with younger children, offering a small scale amusement precinct with internationally designed facilities suited for children aged three and up. 

Eilat’s International Bird Park

For nature and animal-loving kids, Eilat also has quite a variety on offer. You can start off at Eilat’s International Bird Park, a nature reserve that functions as a home to tens of

thousands of birds travelling from Europe and Asia to Africa, and back. The birds spend the cold European winter months in the reserve, enjoying a relatively mild winter. The reserve

is located two kilometers north of the city center, and entrance is free. It’s also a beautiful spot for a family picnic lunch, around one of the many tables dotted around the reserve. 

The botanical gardens

Another beautiful spot for a family stroll, featuring an organic eco system, meaning all trees, bushes and spice herbs are not sprayed with pesticides of any sort. The gardens have

three observation decks overlooking stunning views of the Red Sea and the Moav Mountain range. You could also join one of the guided tours on offer, and learn about the advanced

watering system, and growing flora and fauna in desert conditions. 

Underwater Observatory

Kids will also have a wonderful time at the famous Underwater Observatory. The observatory invites you to experience the enthralling underworld of the Red Sea, via large aquariums

with over five hundred types of fish, corals and sea creatures swimming freely. It’s a spectacular view for any sea-loving person, and an Eilat must-see classic family activity. 

Dolphin Reef

To complete the experience, head over the famous Dolphin Reef - a unique ecological sight, that allows visitors to observe dolphins in their natural habitat. The center also offers

guided scuba diving sessions for a close, intimate encounter with the dolphins.

Timna Park

Located about 25 kilometers away from Eilat in the desert, this wonderful site has something for everyone. This park has remarkable history and geology, wildlife, rock formations, a

lake with pedal boats in the middle of the desert, and different levels of hiking. Kids can enjoy activities such as sand bottling and other crafts.

Hai Bar National Biblical Wildlife Reserve

This Wildlife Reserve on the way to Eilat has a zoo where you can find animals that used to be native to the Negev region and a safari where you can drive through and see animals

roaming freely. They also have a building for viewing nocturnal animals.

Red Canyon

In this sandy trail you can see unique colored sandstone in hues of red and purple, depending on the light. The majestic desert scenery is magnificent. The trail is only 200 meters

long and not a difficult hike, making it child friendly. The views from the canyon and from the cliffs are incredible.

Ice Space Kingdom

One of Eilat’s indoors highlights, a huge icy complex in the heart of the eternal sunshine city. Definitely a refreshing experience, and an all-ages perfect family hang out. Take a ride

on the crazy carousel, jump off the falling tower, and take a sip from the ice-cup. After a few days of endless sunshine, you will want to cool off for a bit, and there’s no better place to

do it in. 

With so many kids' attractions to choose from, you will never have time to do it all.
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Transportation

 

Eilat travel information - everything you need to know

Although located at the country’s most southern tip point, Eilat is very well connected with the rest of the

country, and arriving there and back is easy, which way you choose to do it. Generally speaking, there are three

main ways of getting to Eilat - by plane, by car, and by bus. 

By plane

Eilat operates a small airport, located in the city center, about five minutes drive from the city’s hotels strip. The

airport is a domestic one, receiving internal flights from within Israel. So if you’re flying into Ben Gurion airport,

you may take a connecting flight down to Eilat. A breezy 45 minutes domestic flight will get you straight into

town quick and easy. 

Another option is flying directly into Ovda Airport, located 50 minutes out of Eilat, and catch the shuttle down to Eilat. Most carriers don’t fly into this airport, so chances are you will be

landing at Ben Gurion (TLV). 

If you have a bit of time on your hands, and want to arrive by land, here too there are a few options to choose from.

Renting a Car

One way is to hire a car from where ever you begin your journey down south, and return the car in Eilat, providing you hire it from one of the main car hire companies, which have

branches nation-wide. 

By Bus

Another useful, budget-friendly option, is to take either the day-time or night-time bus to Eilat, from Tel Aviv, Haifa, Jerusalem, and other main cities. These buses are comfortable

and well equipped, and have built-in wifi connection for your travelling leisure. 

There are usually two buses per day, one travelling during daytime, and the other an overnight one. Travel time varies according to time of departure, but usually is around five hours.

Using the bus system is an economical, friendly, and easy way to make you way down. The bonus of course being, that you get to experience to stunning scenic desert road, crossing

from the Northern Negev all the way down. 

While in Eilat there are a few way to get around. If you’re staying at one of the hotels on the hotel strip, there are taxis everywhere, that will get you straight into the city centre.

Some hotel may have organized shuttles, and it’s worth checking that once at the hotel. 

If you felt like a beach stroll, you could always do a nice evening walk into town. 

There are also city buses running in Eilat until around midnight. On weekends there are also night buses running too. 

General transportation information can be found here. 

Inner city travel information can be found here.

Information on buses to Eilat can be found here.
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Restaurants

Eilat's wine & dine recommended spot

In Israel we pride ourselves on our love and passion of good food. Anywhere you will visit, you will be sure to find

an array of cafes’ restaurants, food-serving bars and pubs, to suit any pocket.

Eilat is no different. As a hot tourist spot, it caters for every type of food and budget. Below are some of Eilat’s

most recommended restaurants, cafes, and pubs, including some of the local’s favorites.

Les Sardines

Les Sardines is a fish restaurant where you can you can dine while enjoying the view by the water and relaxing

on the terrace in the harbor.  The menu has a nice selection of fresh fish and other dishes.  The specialty here is

their perfectly grilled sardine dish. The food is very tasty and the service is good.

Barbiqua

This place specializes in smoked meats, which are slow cooked in a special oven that runs on burning wood, resulting in a unique aroma and flavor. In addition to the smoked meats

there are other meat and fish options on the menu, as well as a wine bar. The restaurant is decorated in a modern, spacious and cozy style. 

Isabella Sushi Bar

The quality and flavor of this kosher sushi bar along with the great service and welcoming staff make this restaurant worth coming to even though it is a bit hard to find.  Once you do

you will find a warm intimate setting and a very tasty sushi menu.

Pedro

An Eilat old time favorite is a beautiful restaurant, called Pedro. Located inside one of Eilat’s quaint neighborhoods, away from the hustle and bustle of the city center, Pedro prides

itself on quality meat and seafood, brought directly from the Golan Heights, in northern Israel. Pedro has a especially wide variety of wines and alcohol to quench the summer thirst.

More information on Pedro, how to get there and booking number can be found here. 

Olla

Another highly recommended restaurant, voted #1 by Rest restaurants’ website, is Olla. Serving a wide selection of dishes ranging from Italian, to meat and seafood, as well as

vegetarian and vegan dishes, Olla enjoys a contemporary design with a touch of Spanish, is child-friendly, has wi-fi and disability access. To book your table at Olla, follow the Link. 

Little Brazil

Meat lovers will surely enjoy Little Brazil, serving traditional Brazilian food in the traditional Brazilian way.

Pastori

The more romantic types will be swept off their feet by Pastori, a lush Italian jewel, serving traditional Italian food in a dimly lit, candle light atmosphere. 

Tarshish Tesha

For a real middle-ea0stern experience, head down to Tarshish Tesha. A more causal restaurant, serving scrumptious local meat dishes, served with on-premises baked bread and an

array of salads and dips to go with. 

Shibolim 

For breakfasts and lighter meals, head down to Shibolim - a countryside style bakery offering delicious breakfasts, homemade jams, salads and a variety of freshly baked cakes. 

Bzi’s Cafe

Also on Eilat’s main blvd - Hatmarim, is Bzi’s Cafe, a local, family owned cafe serving a wide variety of foods ranging from breakfasts to lunches as well as lighter bagels and

sandwiches. Family friendly and well located, Bzi is make for a good middle of the day stop.

More Great restaurants in Eilat

So whether you fancy a quiet romantic meal at the beautiful Park Avenue, Angelina or The Last Resort, or feel like a traditional Phadi’s Irish meal, followed by any of the fifty

different kinds of beer - Eilat offers endless wine & dine opportunities to suit your palette and budget. 

Boston Fish and Grill offers a wide variety of fusion international cuisine dishes, as does the classy Pago Pago, or the many seafront restaurants along the water. 

One thing is for sure - You will not leave this city hungry!
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2018 Red Sea Jazz Festival

 

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​Hot Tunes in Eilat: 2018 Red Sea Jazz Festival

When it comes to August in Israel, Eilat is the place to be. Sure, it may be deliriously hot, but the lack of humidity

and abundance of water and seaside activities undoubtedly make up for it. This year marks the 32nd summer of

the Red Sea Jazz Festival, held at the Eilat Port between August 26 and 28. The 2018 festival takes jazz

performances in Eilat to a whole new level, offering three nights of musical pleasure by local and international

jazz artists, from sundown to well past midnight.

Sponsored by the Ministry of Culture, Ministry of Tourism and the Eilat Hotel Association, the 2018 Red Sea Jazz

Festival in Eilat will showcase Israeli, Cuban, American, French and other international pe ​​​rformers in two halls:

the New Port Arena seats 3,000 in four sections, including balconies and the Red Note Club offers more of a

lounge feel with unmarked table seating.

Under the artistic direction of world-renown musical expert Eli Degibri, the festival will be home to over twenty different shows by single artists and ensembles from around the globe.

Dan Mayo, Mustang, Dan Arn New York Quartet, Eric Legnini, Matti Caspi, Gregory Rivkin Quartet, Jonathan Blake Trio, Lucille Crew, Raukl Midon and other musical legends will fill your

nights with the smooth sounds of classic and interpretive Jazz.

The late hours of the night are where you get the opportunity to shine, in nightly jam sessions open for the festival’s performers and guests. Come jam with the best – who knows,

this might just be your big break! The fun starts at 11pm and lasts for as long as you do.

Looking for a flight to Israel? Book Now ​​​

For the fourth year running, young jazz musicians will get their own chance in the spotlight, at the Young Jazz Program young and upcoming Israeli jazz musicians (ages 14-19).

Between August 22 and 26, aspiring young artists will meet and practice with the main festival’s performers – Kurt Rosenwinkel, Omer Avital, Itai Kriss, Adam Birnbaum, Adam Cruz,

Emily Johnson and Assaf Yuria – in group sessions, instrument workshops, master classes and nightly jam sessions. Youth program directors: Yael Hadani and Erez Barnoy.

Participants of the Young Jazz Program are eligible for discounts and special rates on tickets and accommodations during the festival. ​

Hungry for more? The youth ensemble competition is the festival’s prodigy program, a platform for up and coming jazz musicians to gain recognition and exposure. Auditions will take

place in early July, and the top two ensembles will get to perform on the festival’s open stage during the opening cocktail event. Eligible musicians must be between the ages of 16

and 21.

This year, festival goers can choose to purchase a daily pass, valid for all of the day’s events, a golden pass valid for all Port Arena events, or a Platinum Pass, valid for all festival

events. Additional discounts available for youths ages 21 and under. ​
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Book Now

And while you’re in E​ilat, take the time to enjoy the many attractions Israel’s southernmost city has to offer. Eilat meets the shores of the Red Sea, a prime location for snorkeling and

scuba diving. The sea’s unique coral formations and marine life are sure to entrance you. For a drier experience, try the underwater observatory and take in the majestic wonders of

the red sea without getting wet. The city has many culinary options that cater for all flavors, and bustling nightspots for casual drinks or lively dancing. ​

Join jazz lovers from around the world in a 3-day celebration of hot tunes and multicultural vibes in Eilat. Festival dates: August 26-27-28, 2018; Young Jazz program August 22-26.

For ticket purchases, showtimes, accommodation options and combined packages, visit the offici​al site 

​​Look​ing for a flight to Israel?
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